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peace. That clone, I will continue my route toward exile. ... I give them my word of honor, my word as general, soldier, and citizen, not to keep command an hour after the certain and brilliant victory which I promise to gain, not for myself, but for France. . . . Go, General; I confide myself to you. Aid me in this, and you shall never leave me again."
General Beker started immediately to Paris with this message, of which these are the concluding words: " The hurried march of the enemies upon the capital leaves 110 room to doubt their bad faith. In these grave circumstances, gentlemen, I ask to serve France for the last time, and I swear to save it."
On arriving at the Tuileries, General Beker delivered Napoleon's message to the five members of the Provisional Government. " What do you think of that?" said Fouch6 to his colleagues. "I think he is laughing at us. Come! this is going too far!" Then, turning toward the General: " Why did you bring such a message as that ? Don't you know the situation ? For Napoleon to appear again in command of the army would be equivalent to another disaster, and the ruin of Paris. Let him leave at once, for they are demanding his person, and we cannot answer for his safety more than a few hours." The General was instructed to carry back to Malmaison this laconic response of the five members of the Provisional Government: " The duties of the Committee toward the country do not permit it to accept the